PANAMA  AND  THE  UNITED  NATIONS
We called for volunteers, and got 1,000 in a short time. But
we were never able to find out from Washington what plans
it had for such forces (referring to the fact that the over-all
command of United Nations forces in Korea had been awarded
to United States authorities) ... so we stopped the enlist-
ment procedure.49
Senor Brin went on to declare that forces could be raised
from Central and South American nations, merged into a
single United Nations unit, and be trained to use the
facilities of the abandoned bases. Such a program would
of course preclude any return to a status of exclusive
United States occupation of the sites. The presence of a
foreign armed force so close to the Canal Zone, regardless
of what authority it might claim to serve, would doubtless
be strenuously opposed by the military leadership of the
United States.50
Panama holds membership in the following specialized
agencies of the United Nations: the International Labor
Organization, the International Monetary Fund, the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization, the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the Postal
Union, the International Telecommunication Union, and
the Interim Commission of the International Trade Organi-
zation. The Republic signed the Constitution of the Later-
national Refugee Organization, thus committing itself to
the program of aiding displaced persons, but had not at
the time of this writing taken its place as a member of
I.R.C. Panama is likewise not a member of UNESCO, or
of the World Health Organization, or the Inter-Govern-
mental Maritime Consultative Organization,81 or of the
World Meteorological Organization.52
The Republic has been active in the work of the United
Nations Economic Commission for Latin America, upon
which its representatives have been Pablo Abad, Miguel